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There's been too long 4 gap in Margaret Kennedy's history. Her best known novel, 
The Constant Nymph, her play, Escape Me Never, have kept her name before the public. And 
it is to this earliest of her novels, despite the length of time, that the analogy will 
seem élosest in this new book. Here again is a sort of madness, at which she is adept; 
here is more of symbolism- more evident a pattern. The story is set in the frame of in- 
pending disaster; the readers know that the cliff on which the Inn is set is cracking- and 
that only sixteen will survive its collapse. And against this time drama is played. The 
family that run the Inn are ignorant of its probable fate; it is only by chance that one 
of the staff happens on a letter, negligently left unopened, and containing 6 warning. The 
guests are held together by hate - by suspicion - by greed - by anger. A motley crew: - 
the Inn owners,carrying on out of false pride; a titled family, the mother taking refuge 
from the law in hypochrondria, the children following the lead of an adopted sister in 
vicious mischief; a greedy widowed mother, cheating her three small daughters of their 
rights- hoping for their deaths; an unfrocked canon, shouting his anger and terrifying 
his daughter nearly out of her wits; a couple in a state of perpetual disunion; an old 
harridan clinging to her youth through a young lover; servants who play dei ex machina - 
or Greek chorus, as the case may be. There is readily imagined symbolism here, and more 
than a suggestion of comparison with The Bridge of San Luts Rey. But there is a tenous 
thread of good, and now here, now there, a softening influence emerges, ultimately to 
bring part of the group together for “the feast" - which alone saves them from destruction. 


A haunting sort of story. Literary Guild for April. 
A DARK HORSE 


March 15 v 


Steele, Max Harper 
DEBBY $3.00 -—~ 


As Harper Prize Novel, this will have attention, with attendant sales potentials, 
that it might, in the ordinary course of events, fail to achieve. We grant the original- 
ity of the subject - a heroine on that borderline of sanity, euphemistically oalled “re- 
tarded development”. We grant a tenderness, a compassion, in the handling of Debby, the 
difficulty of her adjustment, her striving for the role of mother and achieving instead 
the equally vital role of eternal companion in a child's world. We felt the magic of her 
fantasy world - but felt, too, a brooding sense of tragedy in the making, a tragedy never 
fully realized. Debby - after seven years in a home for delinquent women - was taken by 
the Merrill family as a sort of second maid. But as the weeks and the months rolled up, 
her identity with the family seemed quite different. She filled, for the children success- 
ively, the gaps left by their mother's coldly reasonable and scientific attitude towards 
a rule of thumb up-bringing. She was an understudy, who became to them infinitely more 
important than their mother - and a weird sort of antagonism in identity developed. There 
were occasions, as the children reached maturity, when Debby's undeviating devotion proved 
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embarrassing. The scene at the dinner given for Rebecca's prospective in-laws - the sub-_ 
sequent scene as Debby followed Rebecca up the aisle, lend touches of high comedy-cum- 
tragedy that will stay long in memory. Débby's death, at the end,puts finis to a career 

that had reached fulfilment.... Where for us does the story fail to meet its goal? Per- 

haps in the looseness of story structure. Perhaps more in the failure of the author to 

make Debby as lovable in her eternal child character, as he would have us believe her to 

be. Dan Wickenden has handled in his Tobias Brandywine a somewhat similar design with, 

for us, more consistent success in difficult balance of fantasy and realism, more heart- 
warming a creation of character.... A first novel, of distinction, but not an easy book 

to sell. 


































Something Special 


A fresh and compelling first novel in Hugh Fosburgh's THE HUNTER (Scribner); a popular 
pertod novel in Dale Van Every's BRIDAL JOURNEY (Messner); and Christine Weston with a 
new novel of India, THE WORLD IS A BRIDGE (Scribner). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
February 20 


Hancock, Lucy Agnes Macrae -Smith 
VILLAGE DOCTOR $2.50 


The glow of virtue and achievement for the story of Stephen North, who sets up 
practice in Allerton, when with Crane, a new, young, substitute minister, they take care 
of the physical and spiritual needs of the village. Publicly, they contend with corrupt 
politics in an attempt to better conditions among the poor, and privately Stephen has 4 
touch and go romance with Gail- whom he wants to marry- as against Barbara, whom he does 
not want to marry.... In spite of pneumonia, undulant fever, and measles, the air around 
these parts is pretty pure. 





Fosburgh, Hugh Scribner | 
THE HUNTER $2.75 ) 


* A touch of Hemingway for a first novel which is lean, direct, compelling, which 
captures much of the brutal, taunting excitement of the hunt, and the fascination of one 
Monk Taylor, solitary, directionless and casual in his relationship with Jim Spence, who 
brought him up, and Marge, who is in love with him. Living up in the mountains with 
Billy Trott, a native, and a half crazed old woman, Monk evades all obligations, is vul- 
nerable only to the obsessive attraction of tracking big game. Reluctantly consenting 
to take two easterners on a lion hunt with him, Monk exhausts their endurance,gets rid of 
them rudely, and is himself left horseless and injured in a gully. Saved, and brought 
back to Marge by Billy Trott, Monk gives in to his passing need for her, indulges 4 dream 
of marriage, but when he realizes he has nothing to give anyone,he sends her away again 

. A holding story, fairly close to fundamentals and not without impact, this should 
draw & masculine as well as feminine audience. There will be publisher pressure. 


Maass, Edgar Scribner | 
WORLD AND PARADISE $3.50 


An extraordinarily confused and long-winded fictional account of the Thirty 
Years' War in which the Catholics and the Protestants battle royally. Karl, the not very 
bright young Count von Harrach, is rescued when he is wounded by the Brethren of a Morav- 
ian religious. sect. He meets Sister Rosanna, beautiful, spirited, wild, determined to see 
something of life, who slips away to get into the thick of things. All sorts of histori- | 


q 


cal personages start cropping up: the satanic Prince Wallenstein, Catholic and head of the / 
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Imperials; his opponent, Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden; Chevalier de Poiron, a fop 


trying to establish equilibrium between the two parties, who marries Rosanna, who, in 
turn discovers she is of old Nurenberg stock, comes to hate de Poiron and ends up loving 


Karl. The characters are only peripheral however, and the crux of the book has to do with 
political intrigue and its shufflings and weary battles. Tedious and ponderous. 


ee oe EIR As isi itn 


Seema me es 


February 20 


Scribner 


Munro, William C. 
THE GIFT OF GLORY | $3.00 


eres 


An intermingling of the present and the past as the early days of a world famous 
Playwright are recalled by one who had known him prior to his acclaim in artistic worlds. 
With plans foi’ & commemorative biography, a moving picture based on Scott's life, and : 
pley festivals under way, Nick tells of his personal relationship with the "little, ta- 
lented runt with no love of living and who died in a bughouse”, when he was Louis Scotosi 
delivering milk in the Catskills where his wife, Susan, was playing summer stock. He 
builds up the picture of Louis’ great, unselfish love for Susan, his ability to stand in- | 
sult, cuckoldry, poverty as long as he had Susan; of Susan and her inability to be any- 
thing but a nymphomaniac and an alcoholic and her disdain of Louis; of Celeste Hall who '] 
hitched firmly on to Louis and used any means, but always smoothly, to get rid of Susan. : 
Celeste, through ceaseless promotion, brings Louis fame and fortune, drives Susan to her 
death and is told off by Nick when, as the second Mrs. Scott she is collecting on that 
fame and trying to hush up the first marriage. Speakeasy time for a disillusioned novel 
of a literary celebrity which has some biting portraits and wry character sketches. 


February 21 


Harnden, Ruth P. : Whittlesey House 
I, A STRANGER $2.75 


The portrait of a child, Christie, who is caught between the temperamental dis- 
sidence between her parents, her father who was tense, contained, remote,- her mother who 
was free and gay and irresponsible, With the divorce that was to follow, and through a 
chance conversation overheard by Christie, Christie loses what security she had, becomes 
a displeced and frightened child. First at boarding school, in the compensatory need to l 
cover the recognition that she is unwanted, unloved, Christie creates a new world of 1 
fantasy and untruth. And later sent away for a summer- to a camp in the west- she finds I 
her chance to be herself when she runs away. But when her father finds her, to take her 
back with him, her return is a reluctant, resentful one, a denial of his affection for 
her which she will never recognize or reciprocate.... A shaded and catching portrayal of 
disillusion and disorientation, this is for a more discriminating, feminine following. 


February 24 


Benchley, Nathaniel Harcourt, Brace 
SIDE STREET $3.00 


These sketches of two familes living in adjoining brownstone houses on a street 
in New York's East ‘60's have had New Yorkerappearance and combine to make a gay, human 
picture of domestic - and local - incidents. The Allens buy the two houses, remodel one 
for themselves, rent the other to the Beldens, who, if at first strangers, turn out to 
have the same language and ideas of humor. They find that their semi-community living is 
conviviel, if sometimes overflowing with minor hells. For the street, the tradesmen and 
their backyard neighbors are all too intrigued by their family activities. Allen's fall 
from a low balcony brings a wave of concern; there is a house - and a swimming pool - they 
erect for their children; a picnic to out-horror all picnics; a troublesome eight year 
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old's eviction is the cause of soul-searching; the death of young Harry's dog, the burg- 


lary of one of their neighbors, the marriage of a maid, assorted presents for their wives, 


getting a friend moved into a new apartment - all wind up in a Christmas tree trimming 
party that is a fine finish to their doings. Delightful, with some unobtrusively serious 
overtones, this is pleasing pickup reading in literate terms. Meet the Allens and the 
Beldens... 


February 26 


Guevremont, Germaine Whittlesey 
THE OUTLANDER $3.00 


Slow-moving chronicle ofthe Beauchemin family, and the small French-Canadian 
farming community to which it belongs. Into this isolated, closely-knit group comes The 
Stranger, Jack-of-all-Trades, Master of Most. At the Beauchemin's he more than earns his 
board and keep- as well as the love of Angelina, and the deep affection of the head of 
the household, who sees in the powerful stranger the image of his own youth, the quali- 
ties he wants in his frail son. When the Stranger leaves, the pattern is disrupted, and 
old Didace introduces a new element, in a buxom second wife. This is too much for the 
querulous son, Amable, who leaves- breaking the tradition of the family line. Tragedy 
follows tragedy, and the family's dissolution is softened only by the sustaining com- 
munal spirit as the neighbors join to protect the child, born after Amable's departure- 
and subsequent death; and to save for her the all-important land. Sprawling plot and 
repetitious descriptions rob this of the factors that might have made for interest. 


February 28 


Rooke, Daphne Houghton, Mifflin 
A GROVE OF FEVER TREES . $2.75 — 


Drama, set in Zulu land, at the foot of the Lebombo Mountains north of Durban, 
is played out by the Elliotts and their daughter, Prudence, and the imperturbable Mrs. 
Ashburn, her sons, Edward and Danny, and her daughter,Vera. It is Danny who tells the 
story of the terrors of his madness, of the terror of exposure that haunted Mrs. Elliott, 
of the terror of inheritance that wrecked Vera's romance, of his lethal hatred of Edward. 
Danny, often sane, always friendly to the neighboring Zulus, loving Prudence, killed 
when his fury overcame him and fought the restraint that his family threatened. It is 
his murder of Edward that forces Mrs. Elliott to marry Prudence to the possessive paint- 
er, Mclaren, it is the near murder of his own son which sends him drifting away from 
home. But on his return it is Mrs. Elliott, who, to save Prudence’ future, forever 
chains Danny to the impotency of a wheel chair by shooting and crippling him for life. 
Fears, quiescent and aroused, the darkmess of the mad mind are linked in a sinister 


melodrama of unusual background. 
Loté February pe er 


Streatfeild, Noel Coward, McCann 
MOTHERING. SUNDAY $3.00 


While not likely to prove an important novel this is way above average on the 
score of sheer readability. Noel Streatfeild published a novel, with a strongly auto- 
biographical flavor, some fifteen or more years ago, Parsons! Nine. It is still fresh in 
memory, Pleasantly so. Since then, the American public has known her 4s an author of a 
popular English juvenile series,- Ballet Shoes, Theatre Shoes, Movie Shoes, etc. Now 
comes this novel, a story told in seven panels, interrelated intimately, and converging 
on the final section in which many of the problems inherent in the others are resolved, 
while the main issue - what is back of the inexplicable changes in the mother's way of 
life, finds satisfactory resolution... Anna Caldwell was a self sufficient woman, within 
the bounds of her undeviating devotion to the husband who had died so many years before, 
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and her natural partiality to those of her grown children who seemed least able to handle 
their own lives. It was for this reason that all of them questioned her love- turned-to- 
hate for Tony, the youngest, the weakling, a deserter from the army, a convicted thief, 
an escaped convict. They questioned, too, her determined isolation and the rumors they . | 
heard of her wanderings over the countryside. So- under Jane's efficient organization, 
the whole family agreed to converge on their mother, unannounced, on “Mothering Sunday”. 
Such is the frame within which the story of each individual member of the family is told - 
and told in such vital fashion, that the reader becomes identified with their failures, 
their successes, and particularly with the problems of the younger generation. An inter- 
esting psychological family story, unusual both in its whole and in its component parts. 
Inescapably British - both in matter and manner, but good reading. 


March 9 


Gaines, Robert Doubleday 
FINAL NIGHT $3-00 
eels. 
A first novel which reflects - chiefly in its rather breathless prose- the ten- 
sion of the newspaper world and the pressure of, putting out four editions on Fleet Street. 
As the national pulsebeat rises over two big stories, the murder trial of a Mrs. Thorp in 
the Old Bailey and the disapperance of Bruckmann, a foreign minister who just landed in 
England, this concentrates also on the men who turn in the news; Granger, the editor, who 
neglects his wife for his job; Teale, his best reporter, facile with all women and just 
winding up an affair with Granger's wife; Julie, a reporter's daughter, who is kept from 
her biggest byline on Bruckmann's murder by Craig, the Special Service man she loves... 
A compression here of public issues, private lives, which with all its acceleration is 


also artificial. 
3 
March uf 
Andrews, Robert H. Coward-McCann 
GREAT DAY IN THE MORNING $3-005 O 


High style, almost stately - this novel of a ninety year old period in Colorado 
history which concentrates on the Georgian Conspiracy of 1858-1861 and the part that enig- 
matic Owen Pentecost played in it. Man of mystery, winning a bar and gambling hall from 
venomous Jumbo Means, loved by aristocratic Ann-Merry Alaine and loyal Boston Grant, Pente- 
cost takes his stand as a neutral on the abolition-secesh question, does what he can to 
help the settlers - if on a hard business basis - go back to looking for gold and get 
through the Black Winter. In spite of opposition from Means he keeps the settlement, 
which is to become Denver, going,and maintains his own law and, in adopting the son of 4 
man he had killed, wins an adoring follower. When news comes of the outbreak of the Civil 
War, he joins with the Georgians, rides with them to insure their gold hoard being sped 
on its way to the Confederacy. On his return he is saved by a Union officer, and rides 
off into the unknown. A reconstruction of a little known incident, this offers interest- 
ing North and South atmosphere in a frontier town, and a hero of ill-starred, Luciferian 
proportions. , 

4 


Burgan, John 7/2 Farrar, Straus 
THE LONG DISCOVERY $3.00 


A sociological saga of life in the small mining community of Beautyburg in Penn- 

sylvanie, from 1925 to 1945. Unlike most of the books dealing with this material, life 

is not painted as one long, black coal pit. True, the mines try to absorb young Zoltan, 
brilliant and eager for education; true, that the caste system of the town, a reflection 
of the economic gradations from the mine superintendent, Dan Riddell, and his family on 
top and the immigrant workers on the bottom, stunts the lives of the principals, Johnny > 
Riddell and Rose Derevnia. However, the years bring happiness and progress, neither all 
white, nor all black. Riddell proves that, though an uncomprising autocrat, he is not 
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unworthy of power. Despite him, the union slowly takes over. The assimilating process, 
the Americanizing of the gregarious foreign element brings widening opportunities. Mike 
Derevnia gets his chance to leave the mines and become a popular ball player. A realistic 
and objective portrait in miniature of a great American achievement- the bloodless revo- 
lution from economic totalitarianism towards true economic and social democracy. And yet 
at no time does it seem a propaganda novel, nor is there evidence of the author having 

any ax to grind. 
































March 15 


Swigget, Howard Morrow 
THE HIDDEN AND THE HUNTED $2.78 


A transcontinental marathon in which Riding, an American in Prague, undertakes 
a search for Retana, a Czech intellectual reported dead, whose plan for a world currency 
is wanted by the Russians as well as his country. In Helsinki Riding at last finds Retana, 
the shell of a man after a concentration camp experience, and with Halonen, a girl with 
whom he is to fall in love, he smuggles him through to Sweden where he dies. Still follow- 
ed by the Russian Kumin, Riding and Halonen go back to Leyden in the hope of securing 
Retana's papers, bring their mission off successfully but not without danger and death... 
A favorite form of suspense- smoothly styled. 


Wilson, Angus Morrow 
THE WRONG SET $3.00 


These stories are different; it is hard to know just how to put a finger on the 
whys and wherefores. There's a freshness of handling of perhaps jaded- and frequently un- 
Pleasant subjects. The people are often bitter and disillusioned and lost souls- but they 
live in these pages. One has a sense of clutching at life- people on the periphery-false 
standards - phony points of view, and yet through all of the stories one has a sense of 
looking in on reality, bits of life. For the essential quality of the writing, read 

Totentanzfor its macabre humor, The Wrong Set for an oddly twisted approach to values, 
Raspberry Jam, for a perceptive understanding of child psychology. And watch this author. 


March 16 , 


Deiss, Jay Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
A WASHINGTON STORY $3.00 


On a far more popular, less intellectual, level than Merle Miller's The Sure 
Thing, this again pursues- with definite physical, romantic touches, a Washington witch- 
hunt. This is the story of Faith Vance, who had made a bad marriage to Thatcher, had one 
child-|Jeanie, and held for eight years a government job she liked. Subpoenaed suddenly, 
baselessly, ununderstandably by the House Investigating Committee, Faith has no support 
from anyone save Dave Chandler, a young lawyer with liberal instincts and an attraction 
for his slient. After a brutal closed hearing, which permits no counsel, no defense, 
Faith's American citizenship- and her lack of birth certificate- is left open to question. 
Losing her job, Faith also learns that Thatcher- who walks out on her with Jeanie- in- 
stigated the investigation, and she and Dave are left to fight out all these problems 
after Faith is taken to Bllis Island for deportation. There's a high pulse beat here, 
and more than a little fictional glamour, but there's also a definite basis in fact. 
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March 27 


Gibson, Jewel Random House 
BLACK GOLD $3.00 


A rendition, in oils, of essentially western material, this returns to Watson, 
Texas, in the year 1904, and the arrival of Bass Chalmers for the funeral of his mother, 
the town's top prostitute. Falling in love with Gloria, the Madam‘'s daughter, Bass de- 
cides to stay on and make good in the oil fields in order to rescue her from 4 sink of in- 
iquity. Thanks to part-Indian old Mrs. Kooney, who was definitely not in the tepee when 
the brains were passed out, both youngsters achieve the desired happy ending after having 
foiled a crooked County Attorney.... Interesting sidelights on early oil drilling add to 


the surface values here. 


March 20 


Dutton 


Gazdanov, Gaito 
THE SPECTER OF ALEXANDER WOLF $2.75 

A macabre tale this, with Gothic overtoned and elements of hauntings...During 
the Russian civil war on the Steppe on a very hot day, the unidentified "I" of the tale, 
a boy of sixteen at the time, is shot at while riding his horse. Unharmed, he dismounts 
and shoots back at what turns out to be one Alexander Wolf. Believing him dead, he leaves 
the body - evades the war - and eventually goes to Paris to take up free lance journalism. 
Strange events begin to manifest themselves. He reads a book, purporting to be by Wolf 
and describing the Steppe incident in its entirety. He meets a friend of Wolf in a cafe. 
He encounters the one-time mistress of Wolf, and falls in love with her. And eventually, 
he confronts the blond, glassy-eyed Wolf himself. Distraught at the schizoid tendencies 
within himself and seeing it as a battle between atavism and intellectualism, he re-kills 
Wolf, and emerges a presumably integrated human being. Not easy reading, but those who 
seek novels of the poltergeist school will find it absorbing. A skillful piece of diffi- 
cult translation by Nicholas Wreden. 


Gelfan, Lewis Little, Brown 
THE EMBROIDERED CIty ‘| 2“ $3.00 


The story of a precarious political-philanthropic mission to bring flour to the 
famine-bound city of Tai-lun, this is informed in its knowledge of China, aware and dis- 
abused in its personal portraiture. On the UNRAA relief ship sent to Tai-lun are Stegler, 
@ self-made success in the grocery business whose formula for the salvation of China is 
limited to refrigeration; Diane Hadley, whose naive idealism is genuinely motivated by a 
crusading spirit; and Peter Corey, in the Consular Service, sent out there to reopen the 
consulate, Peter who alone recognizes the many concealed, conflicting issues, the threat 
of Communism, the personal profits of Banker Sun whose hoarded rice could save the starv- 
ing city, the impotence of gentle, benevolent Mayor Wai. And Corey, although he has him- 
self lost all personal illusion, still throws his weight behind Diane's mission for her 
sake, sees that the flour is distributed in the face of gunfire which is to end Diane's 
life... An intelligent integration of international pressures and individual aspirations, 
there's restraint here and more than a little irony. 

14 
March 2i 


Schoonover, Lawrence Macmillan 
THE GENTLE INFIDEL $3.00 


Without the impetus of Literary Guild selection which put The Burnished Blade 
on the best seller lists in 1948, this new Schoonover novel seems unlikely to attain much 
popularity. Again a 15th century setting, but with concentration solely on the area a- 
round Constantinople - where Turkish and Christian empires impinged - this deals with a 
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period of history confusing to the average unscholarly reader, and gaining little of clar- 
ity in the handling of the central story. Our hero, Michael, son of Nicolo da Montelupo, 
Venetian merchant, resident for years on the Turkish side of the Bosphorous, is virtually 
shanghaiied into the Janissaries, a corps attached to the sultan, where lads won glory and 
& corps name, while their own names lay forgotten in the files. Nicolo died attempting 

to secure his son's release; he left his estate in the hands of his friend, Bernardi, also 
& Veretian, with a lovely daughter, Angelica. Michael thought himself forgotten, cast 
off- and eventually accepted the role of Turk, including the religion. But always, almost 
submerged but still alive, his Christian heritage kept a flame of what the Turks thought 
softness @live. When conflict surged into active war- and the Sultan's use of new in- 
ventions- canon and gunpowder- won Constantinople for the infidel world, Michael was 
caught between two streams. He used now one guise, now the other; he ended a professed 
Christian, on the losing side, but he saved his guardian, and Angelica, and escaped to 

the Western world.... Sheer adventure, fully panoplied and highly colored, with two di- 
mensional characterization, but fast pace of story. 


March 23 


Parker, Robert Rinehart 
TICKET TO OBLIVION $2.50 


Some of the fancier, even foolhardy, activities of an American Intelligence 
agent in France, this follows Peter Morrow who- on his arrival in Paris- finds that a 
very pretty girl, Kitty Blake, has ad libbed her way as his fiancee. Learning that Kitty 
is working for the Russians, who have jailed her parents in Budapest, he releases her 
from this pressure, learns of the Russian plan to send terrorist trains via Hungary into 
France. In the pursuit which follows, of Sokoline, a Russian diplomat who is the actual 
head of Soviet espionage in France, Peter- with Kitty and with Legendre- Chief of Police, 
cannot prevent the holdup of a train by the Russian saboteurs but ultimately succeeds in 
their capture. The old territory of espionage and counerespionage in a strictly con- 
temporary variation, this has its lively- if also unlikely- moments. 


March 24 


Van Every, Dale Messner 
BRIDAL JOURNEY $3.00 


* The Shining Mountains was @ 1948 success. Now comes Jridal Journey, again a 
story of our western frontiers and the men who built and held them. First rate yarning, 
with characters that, in the main, stand out boldly, three dimensionally, against the 
seething unrest of the Ohio-Kentucky-western Pennsylvania region in the turmoil of revo- 
lution. George Rogers Clark was holding Pittsburgh, with pitifully slight support; the 
test lay in the regions to the west, and north to Detroit, south to the Kentucky line, 
where Indians were being lured into the British net - and settlements were sparsely man- 
ned, and illy fortified. Colby Gower had built staunchly on this frontier's farthest 
reach - and prepared elaborately for the bride whom he had chosen two years' before from 
@ mountain cabin- and schooled to fill the role he envisioned. Marah was westward bound, 
in a guarded train, but just short of her goal, an Indian attack scattered the train, and 
made Marah captive of a cruel and grotesquely ugly chief. Into the story now comes 
Colby's renegade cousin, Abner, suspect of both sides as dealing treacherously with the 
other - on the make - @ drifter and waster. As the threads of the story pull together, 
Abner's role continues to baffle the reader (as well as his detractors) but it is he who 
is built to heroic dimensions, as he rescues Marah, and with her makes the incredible es- 
cape and a 200 mile trek to Gower's fort, where he delivers the bride - is himself ar- 
rested as a deserter and tried and condemned - seemingly again betrays the rebel cause, 
but actually proves his soundness and wins the girl from his self-righteous cousin.... 
Adventure-romance- fast paced story, with some of the true and tried traditional techni- 
qies, but enough of freshness and imagination to give it high rating in its field. Despite 
the moot question of Marah's violated virginity, a deciding factor towards the end of the 
story, this need not be handled with gloves, and might well have a plus young adult sale. 
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March 24 








Hornblow, Leonora Random House 
MEMORY AND DESIRE $2.75 








A genuinely sophisticated and subtle story of a love affair, this has a facile, 
finished touch, is soft in its more sentimental moments, more abrasive in its portrayal 
of the Hollywood scene. Gordon Cram, a writer, temporarily on the Coast while working on 
a script, known for his many momentary liaisons, is also known for his attachment to his 
wife of fifteen years whom he thinks of with affection but no passion. Falling in love, 
this time more than casually, with Alma whose beauty is legendary, Gordon finally breaks 
down, reveals the obligation to Louise, the hidden existence of the Mongoloid baby they 
had had. Deciding to divorce Louise, Gordon is called back to New York by the death of . 
the child, gives up Alma and is left only with the "residue of emotion, memory and desire” (i 
. For more worldly tastes in feminine fiction, this is smart and occasionally affecting. | 


March 27 


Jenkins, Sara : Crowell 
THE LOST LAMP $3.00 


Another Southern Methodist story by the author of M#@ Gather Together and again 
the warm family feeling and wealth of detail. Here the story concerns a minister's house- 
hold, the Winfrees, including baby Whit, Candler, the book worm, the irrepressible tomboy, 
Hannah, and adolescent Wesley. George Winfree is a progressive, honest man of deep faith 
but in his church work he lacks the tact and love he so easily gives to his beloved wife 
and children and this deficiency leads to lower and lower posts ending in a miserably paid 
circuit. It is enjoyable to read how the Winfrees sustain their unity and how George finds 
his way to greater gentleness and less irritating righteousness in his relations with his 
parishioners. This is wholesome reading that owes its vitality to the non-existence of 
saccharine in characterization, the lively humor and distinctive flavor of regional des- 
cription without too much sectarianism. For the conservatives. 


Packard, Reynolds Dutton 
THE KANSAS CITY MILKMAN $3.00 


The success technique of the news agency world is the theme of the close woven 
stories of old timer, Clay Brewster, and fledgling Don Shelby. In the Paris office, Clay 
gives him the know-how, guides him past slipshod, clever Kester and pompous-fronted Rock- 
well, and the intrigues of the office and watches Don make good in the accepted Inter- 
world Press way. But as Don rises, Clay is demoted for his refusal to succumb to all of 
the counterfeit, and when Don, having tossed one mistress-at Clay, jilted an older woman, 
not only builds up the Madrid branch but is also sent to Rome, Clay is tossed to the lions 
of North Africa. When he learns that Don has had an affair with Cristina, Clay's passion- 
ately Communistic wife, he goes berserk and lands on the town. He is finally forced to 
accept a charity job from Don - now head man in Paris. The cheap, mean policies of speedy 
news gathering, the needling up or smashing down of news, the peddling and pandering to 
customers that turns reporters into salesmen or political eunuchs - these background a 
novel of cynical disillusionment, in straight journalese, set in post-war France. 


March 30- 4/// 


Gary, Romain | Simon & Schuster 
THE COMPANY OF MEN $3.00 


In smooth translation from the French by Joseph Barnes, this portrays the world 
of &@ very young lost generation in Paris after the war through the eyes- and activities- 
of Lucky Martin, whose father had been killed in the maquis. Living under the auspices 
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of old, furtive Vanderputte, where with Leonce, sixteen to his fourteen, and Josette, he 
drifts into black market operations, lives in a precocious imitation and adulation of 
Hollywood and Humphrey Bogert. As their exploits extend to stolen cars and lifted pay- 
rolls, Josette, a tubercular, dies and Leonce is shot down in a getaway. Lucky, lying 
low for a time, returns to Paris to find that Vanderputte is wanted by the police, for 
his betrayal during the war of the Underground to the Gestapo. Lucky, helping him in his 
attempt to cross the border into Spain, finds that he is spotted on the train, later in 
the village where they hide, and finally it is Lucky who gives in to the pressure of 


' guilt, the universal desire for retaliation and reprisal, and it is he who shoots Vander- 


putte and is now free to return to "the company of men"... The backwash of war, in a bit- 


ter, often tense, drama- but not for the big market. 


24 
March ?7 
Banning, Margaret Culkin Harper 
GIVE US OUR YEARS $2.75 ~ 


Lots of glamour, and no end of luxury for this story of Eve Starr, whose clothes, 
homes, parties have made her a gracious, legendary figure. Wanting the life of ease and 
privilege she has had for her children, Linda and Charles, Eve is dubious of Linda's marr- 
iage to Orin which has been submerged in infidelities, children, and no cash,- and of 
Charles’ desire to marry Iris, of another background and scornful of his. It takes more 
than a little heartbreak for Linda, and Charles, to bring the realization to Eve that her 
life is not for them, and theirs their own... Assured and alluring, this one's for rent. 


McCoy, John Pleasant Harper 
BIG AS LIFE 2424 4/12 $2.75 


A fairly horsey tale of a farcical December and May romancing in western Vir- 
ginia which has to do with 64 year old Flave's infatuation for Flossie, well known for 
her easy bedding and taste for liquor. Flave, having her father's permission to court 
her, is blind to her failings and scandalizes not only the town but his more than proper 
daughter. He is aided and abetted by his nephew Cleve while Flossie takes every chance 
to throw herself at bastard Malin, and the top blows off at a square dance party where 
Flave attempts to dance down Malin and the fight that ensues ends in court. Flave is pe- 


'titioned by his housekeeper, Nan Ransome, who had been his mistress years before, to stop 


the whole thing since Malin is his son and it is not until she goes on the stand that 
Flave realizes she is right. He not only drops the case, but Flossie, too, and gratefully 
accedes to Malin and Nan's blackmail that he marry Nan and be a real father to all her 
children. Straight out of the corn country, this has loud - as well as heartily vulgar 
moments and should appeal to those to whom strong moonshine is palatable. 


Stanford, J. K. >/) $ Scribner 
GUNS WANTED $3.00 


In the classic British Nimrod tradition, this loosely knit novel of the shoot- 
ing tour taken by Gerald Warde, given one year to live when he returns to England after 
& nine years absence. With his friend, Angus, as guide and interpreter, there is a London 
round of clubs and night life, then come the episodes of country meets, hunts, shoots of 
various sorts, with every type of old and new bloods. Angus’ mad whimsies provide many 
@ comic interlude, Gerald falls in love but is hopeless because of his death sentence, 
but an accident proves the early diagnosis wrong and he is a safe bet for marriage. There 
are many worn out old war horses, a vicar of the vanishing race, perturbed gentlemén of 
the old school and equally insecure nouveau riche who add to the panorama of the post-war 
passing scene, the record of changes, the pattern of the new order. With its sporting 
emphasis and its humor derived from Punch, this is primarily for the Anglophile audience. 
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Weston, Christine Scribner 
THE WORLD IS A BRIDGE $3.00 


This might be defined as the inheritor of Indigo, published in 1943, and echo- 
ing then the inner turmoil of civil war on verge of outbreak in troubled India. There 
was more of story, perhaps, in the earlier book; the situations, the characters were con- 
trived to illustrate the mood and the pattern. In this new book, again set in the India 
the author knows, the period is that on the brink of British withdrawal, of acceptance of 
the basic principle of Pakistan, betrayed many felt alike of Muslim and Hindoo, to whom 
the cause of Indian nationalism was greater than the cause of Muslim or Hindoo. The char- 
acters, whether the poor painter Anand, a Hindoo, torn by his love for the shepherdess, 
and his high caste wife, Kiran; or the staunch old leaders, the Hamidullahs, Muslims and 
Congress members, and their footless son, Firoze; or their visitor, Prince Vikram. young 
and arrogant ruler of a little principality, where his beautiful mother holds the reins 
of power - all are alike pawns, victims, of the surge of hate and violence and fear 
sweeping the newly released country. Their sins return to taunt them. There is no 
safety for their love- their hopes- their faith. One after another falls innocent and 
accidental victim, now of a joke misfiring, now of passions unleashed, now of an accident. 
And at the end, the princess, cheated of her young lover, Firoze, escapes by plane with 
her son;. while Kiran, recently widowed, and Firoze, who has always loved her, are left to 
find their way back, across the line, symbols of the oneness of Muslim and Hindoo, to 
they know not what.... A symbolic book, not always easy reading, but taut with a sense of 
the authenticity of a moment in time caught and held. 


TWO TOO LATE 


Hawkes, John . New Directions 
: THE CANNIBAL $1.50 


An experimental novel by a new writer for the outer scouts of the avant garde, 
this is a revelation of the soul of Germany, not through logical documentary development 
but through an intense vision of horror. Taking place in the year of the American occu- 
pation "1945" when one lone American on a motorcycle is in charge of patrolling the entire 
third of Germany, the time continuity, like all else in this symbolic nightmare, is splin- 
tered into fragments by a throwback to 1914. Little by little the flashes of action and 
characterization converge upon Madame Stella Snow, the center ofa vortex of racial char- 
acteristics separately represented by each of the protagonists. It is Stella, the German 
Woman, the Race Mother, who leads the townswomen to subdue with clubs the rioting members 
of an insane asylum; it is she who protects the idiot son of the former Kaiser; she who 
holds the respect of the new leader Zizendorf, and, in culmination, it is in her honor 
that the Duke prepares his feast from the flesh of her own nephew. A meteor shower of 
brilliant descriptions without that calm center of sustained attention to make this com- 
pelling rather than confusing. (1/23) 


Dark, Eleanor Whittlesey House 
STORM OF TIME $3.00 


An ambitious, and generally successful, fictionization shaped from the tempes- 

_tuous and turbulent history of Sydney which covers the years 1799 - 1808 and the govern- 

ships of Hunter, King and Bligh. In its compression of facts in relation to the plot it 
examines the whole fabric of a new colony already at odds with homeland policies and in 
tracing the course of official procedure shows how the breakaway was accomplished; in the 
story of the felons and their slave state, their attempts and dreams of escape it shows 
the origin of a new type of citizen; in the story of the Mannions it develops the begin- 
nings of progress from tyrannous dictatorship of wealth to.a more enlightened, intelligent 
approach to human and economic problems. And in the story of Johnny Prentice, son of an 
escaped convict, adopted by a native tribe, whose education is renewed by two other 

















January 15, 1950 Fiction -39- 


refugees,it pictures the conflict between primitive and civilized worlds. It is the story 
too of Conor and her marriage to Mannion, her awakening to the wrongs existing around her, 
her self-taught knowledge of ways in which she-can achieve her aims and of her final free- 
dom when he is killed in the revolt.... It is not a novel of politics primarily but of 
liberty and justice, of an unstable and emotionally shaped society, of the emergence of 4 
people's will and future government, and as such provides more purposeful historical read- 
ing than the usual romantic type... (1/30) 


A QUESTIONABLE QUINTET 
February 20 


Manning, Roy . Macrae-Smith 
RED RANGE $2.50 


Tex Adams, leader of a band of rustlers and renegades south of the border, goes 
north to Arizona to investigate the hanging of his brother, stays on to participate in a 
range war between ranchers and homesteaders. Joining up with the ranchers of the Lazy-M. 
Tex sees that justice is done- the ranch saved for its owners... There's no anemia here, 
the feuding and the fighting is hard, the action ample. 


March 23 


Burton, Miles Doubleday 
LOOK ALIVE $2.25 


The odd circumstances which take place in the household of old Mrs. Lavant pro- 
vide a more provocative case than usual for Desmond Merrion when Mrs. lLavant, reported 
dead, is later seen alive, and the body of a much younger woman is found in a boathouse. 
With Mrs. Lavant's disappearance, and that of her servants, Merrion is eventually able to 
establish the imposture which she sanctioned and which led to murder... An unexpected 
activity here, but the pace is still precise. 


Frome, David Rinehart 
HOMICIDE HOUSE $2.50 


Fluttery, mousy, little Mr. Pinkerton, now widowed and, unsuspected by his ten- 
ants, a wealthy householder, is still unable to mind his own affairs. He noses right into 
the romance of an American ex-G.I. and an English girl, becomes the focus of suspicion 
when his curiosity gets too strong and finally with his friend, Bull, of Scotland Yard 
unearths more than murder. Genteel and pleasing whodunit. 

7 
March 28 





Revell, Louisa Macmillan 
A SILVER SPADE $2.50 


Another of Miss Julia's chatty crime chases - this combines a camp for except- 
ionally brilliant little girls and the liquidation of more than one of the adults. Miss 
Julia, teaching Latin there, is soon in the midst of murder - one, two and three, and an 
earlier one - and all the dissension between the heads of the camp and their staff. Sev- 
eral solutions are proven untrue, all complications vanish with the true one. Mild. 


March 29 
M. S. Mill 


Vickers, Roy 
MAID TO MURDER $2.50 


A giddy pace for giddy doings - when Bruce Habershon and an overdose of quinine 
land in a knock down and drag out fight. When he comes to, it is to murder and an attempt- 
ed jewel robbery and with the help of Scotland Yard, a voluptuous redhead and a really nice 
girl, his part is reconstructed and proves instrumental in helping solve the case. British 
speed laws bypassed here. | 
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February 10 


McKenney, Ruth Harcourt, Brace 
LOVE STORY $3.00 


* A stellar performance which the everloving audience of My Sister Fileen will 
welcome - and with glee. For here, in large capitals, is the story of Ruth's “secret” 
marriage to Mike, whom she had known for 12 days and whose whole life was most unmutual 
to hers. From their first years of marriage, living in Greenwich Village in New York 
City, (where in fattening her new husband she overstuffed herself) to their lives as 
authors, he with books and The New Masses, she with her New Yorker articles and her pro- 
letarian causes, (especially her adored United Rubber Workers). Then there's the awful 
mixture of their friends and relatives, with Hileen flitting caustically in and out, 
trailing them to Westport and glorying in the appearance of Ruth's book. There is 
Eileen's romance - marriage - and death and the adopting of her son. There's Washington 
and the long awaited and much desired pregnancy and the turmoil attendant on the birth 
of baby Eileen; there's a third child, Mike's son by a former marriage, who elects to 
live with them. There's the play - and the movie made from the book - all this in true 
MoKenney - mad and mirthful style. Wonderful vocal leers, idiot dialogues, really funny 
accounts of marital blunders and clashes, unforgettable "nettles in my garden of memories” 
and, above all, a tender, intimate story of twelve years of marriage. Happy selling ! 


March ]6~ on Pee 
SHAKESPEARE OF LONDON $4.00 


Chute, Marchette 


Selection as Book of the Month reserve postponed this from November to this 
probable date, and will ensure a wider market than it might otherwise have reached. For 
this mercy we rejoice. The book was originally reported- September lst, as follows: - 

"An invaluable contribution to the literature on Shakespeare,though there may be some who 
feel that the form in which it is written militates against its value as a tool for the 
research scholar. It does, however, add greatly to the readability for the layman. Here 
we have, not a literary biography in the strictest sense but rather all that concerns 
Shakespeare as an Elizabethan. The plays are discussed as they relate to the working 
problems of the London stage. We see Shakespeare as business man, producer, playwright, 
manager, technician. We see him against his background of the stage; his friends, his 
contemporaries. There is a sense of contemporary documentation throughout. Extraneous 
material is contained in three appendices:- the Sonnets, stories of his life current 
during the Restoration, attacks on the editors of the First Folio. Selected Bibliography. 
Marchette Chute's delightful Geoffrey Chaucer of England is passport to audience appeal.” 
(And incidentally chance for plus sale) 


A Better than Average Group of Good Bets 


Slight but delightful- Winston S. Churchill's PAINTING AS A PASTIME (Whittlesey); for a 
defined market, THERESE, SAINT OF A LITTLE WAY, by Frances Parkinson Keyes (Messner); 
important 1f not popular, PIVOT OF ASIA by Owen Lattimore (Little Brown-A.M.P.], Anda 
dark horse not to overlook in Alexandra Orme's COMES THE COMRADE! (Morrow) Reports to 
Follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL NON FICTION 
February 2 2. 


Sorokin, Pitirim A. Beacon Press 
LEAVES FROM A RUSSIAN DIARY $3.50 


Interesting timing, this, for the reissue of a book published back in 1924- by 
Professor Sorokin, who has- in a quarter century residence here, published several books 
attesting his liberal philosophy, his views on Czarist Russia. The reader- reviewing his 
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recorded impressions of the nightmare of Revolution, finds in them much of prophetic vi- 

sion, of apprehension that the long-awaited Revolution was not following the hoped-for 

) pattern, but was getting out of bounds. His immediate response resulted ultimately in 
imprisonment, in exile, in escape across boundless forests, in re-imprisonment, in event- 
ual banishment - and, during the interludes, in participation, though critically, with 
the government, at one time of Kerensky, at another of the Communists. His pen portraits 
of Lenin (most unflattering), of Trotsky, and so on are interesting to read today. In 4 
final and new section, written 30 years after the event, he analyzes the successes and 
the failures, and sees the causes for destructive success and creative failure in a world 
picture. He views the Russian Revolution as another facet of the giant effort to over- 
throw and destroy Western culture and society - and in it, as in two World Wais, lie no 
seeds of a constructive basis for the future...For the philosophical historian, rather 
than the mass public. 


































February 7 


Churchill, Winston S. Whittlesey 
PAINTING AS A PASTIME $2.50 


A thoroughly charming and polished brief for the cultivation of hobbies - parti- 
cularly painting. Recognizing the need in modern life for “relief, repose, refreshment” 
Churchill covers the many forms of diversion and the development of new pleasures in a 
change of occupation, and proceeds to underline the especial values of painting. As fun, 
as an incentive, as a companion, as a study, as a mental and physical exercise - he makes 
his points with telling ease and smooth winningness, and gives his personal experiences 
with modest originality. A seductive introduction to personal participation in what is 
often felt to be an impossible field of activity (audacity is the "ticket”) this should 
have a plus sale for the readers of his memoirs and prove of interest in art sections 

@ everywhere. Illustrated with 18 plates in color as evidence that his hobby has proved 
itself. Having sold 60,000 in England, this will have heavy advertising from the publish- 
er, with postcards and display cards available to bookstores. 


Wilson, Eugene E. Whittlesey House 
SLIPSTREAM $4.50 


A survey of the technical, financial and military problems of the creation of the 
modern airplane, from naval aviation to commercial, this results in an expert recapitule- 
tion of recent aeronautical history experienced by the author. An Annapolis graduate,with 
& background of engineering, and under Admiral Moffet in BURAERO, he early ran into the 
question of airplanes obsoleting the Navy and the dog fight with the Army for acquiring 
the new machines. There followed the complications of purpose, design, power and engine, 
the consultations and work with private industry, the failures and successes, the bugs in 
production that attended the race from World War T to World War II to build the type of 
craft necessary, efficient and trustworthy. From ground officer (Kiwi) to pilot, to 
war time president of United Aircraft and chairman of the Board of Governors of the Aero- 
nautical Chamber of Commerce, he reviews the story of progress in construction and the 
aeronautical background involved. A fairly technical knowledge is needed properly to 
appreciate the whole of this book. 





TTLaseb, | 
February 15 ‘+/2 | 


Logan, Harry & Cosper, Lloyd Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
HOW TO GROW VEGETABLES $3.50 


© A primer for vegetable gardeners, starting with the assumption that the pros- 
pective gardener knows nothing about vegetable gardening- and not much about any other 
kind. The arrangement is a commonsense one - a sequence corresponding to step by step 
learning,- What? Where? How? Why? The authors contend that 20 minutes a day will take 
care of a 20 x 40 vegetable garden, designed for a family of four. And the initial in- 
vestment- $10. They advise selection of six rapid growers, vegetables the family likes. 
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They edvise on location of garden, selection of vegetables for balance as well as populer- 
ity, choice of tools- and their care, purchase of basis supplies. And then they go on to 
the eternal problem of soil- how to improve it- how to get around poor soil - and the 
routine care involved in gardening. The emphasis throughout on watering- on irrigation 
etc. suggests that the gardeners are either Californian or Southwestern. But their basic 
information as they discuss successively salad greens, root vegetables, bulbs, cabbage and 
bean family, vines, perennials etc. is applicable anywhere. Excellent- well presented- 
practical- not too complicated- yet thorough enough. Specific information on prevention 
of pest and disease is worth the price of the book for the gardener with limited time. 
Final sections deal with storage, canning, etc. 


February 15 


White, Lynn, Jr. Harper 
EDUCATING OUR DAUGHTERS $2. 50v 


A delightfully phrased and thoroughly disarming discussion of the frailties of 
our education for women today, by the President of Mills College and directed toward the 
bewildered parent rather than the professional educator. White is particularly concerned 
here with the fact that the special interests of women are overlooked in the college cur- 
riculum, thet women are educated as men- not women, that co-education is a fraud and in- 
different to feminine interests. The primary problem is of course the dual preparation 
of a young woman, first for the twenty years in which she will be restricted to her home 
and children, then to the later period in her life when she is left with little to do. 
There is a very realistic appraisal of the difficulties of combining a career with a home 
and children; of the declining birth rate in the upper educational brackets; of the ob- 
solescence of the home and home values. And he argues for a college course which will 
include- with respeoct- courses in the decorative arts, on the care of children, and on 
cooking “which ‘.s not to be sniffed at- except appreciatively”. A presentation of some 
very real concerns which has both awareness and charm. 


Macau’.i.y, Camille Parrar, Straus 
EATING TOGEHTER: $3.50 
A Cookbook for Diabetics and Their Families 


Out of what might have been a wholly defeating situation, Mrs. Macaulay has © 
evolved a fundamental concept for useful, active, normal living for diabetics. With no 
slightest effort to underplay or minimize the seriousness of what diabetes involves by 
way of a changed schedule, she shows how tasty, normal meals can be planned, how a science 
of substitutes can be learned (to simplify eating out etc.), how the five musts aan be at- 
tained (insulin, diet, personal hygiene, exercise, and proper psychological attitudes). 
Out of broad personal experience with diabetics in her own family, she indicates the dan- 
ger signals, the need for watchfulness, the wisdom of acceptance- even for children, the 
émérgency measures. The second part of the book presents planned menus and recipes,charts 
for comparative diets- adult and juvenile, substitutes, measurements of meat, etc. An 
appendix contains some valuable data on equipment, staples, and food values...The best 
diabetic cookbook I've seen. In these days of specialized cookbooks, this is outstanding 
not only in its field, but for its sane approach to diabetes. 


February ict 
we 
Hauser, Gaylord Farrar, Straus 
LOOK YOUNGER, LIVE LONGER $3.00 


A garland of pointers about “the youthful you” which has all the vibrating as- 
surance, the caressing encouragement which has made Gaylord Hauser eminently successful 
as a lecturer and dispenser of “natural science" - which is really a sort of advanced 
hygiene. If your you is youthfully inclined, this is what should be done about your diet 
(yeast and yogurt); about your heart and certain other ailments which come with your age; 
your glands; overweight; fatigue; the care of eyes, teeth, hair, skin (it needs hormoniz- 
ing); as well as balancing your personality and your activities. Hauser's rather start- 
ling success in Hollywood, his ministrations to many celebrities, his “People” who include 
the Duchess of Windsor and Lady Mendl add a definite tone to all this. 
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Pirogov, Peter Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
WHY I ESCAPED | $3.50 v 


The autobiography of another reformed, ex-patriated ex-Russian (Vladimir Petrov's 
My Retreat From Russia- Yale- follows the same lines) this traces the rather extensive mi- 
litary career of Pirogov, an airman, which eventually ended in his escape from the Russian 
regime of fear and force. A schoolteacher, Pirogov was drafted in the army, found his most 
difficult assignment that of informing on his friends for the Special Section. On a return 
home, once during the war years, he found his village poor and starving, and later station- 
ed in Poland after the war, he found a new source of shame in the behaviour of the Russian 
troops. Demobilized for a short time, there was little improvement in a civilian life 
which was oppressed, defenseless, and after his re-induction, he decided to escape across 
the border- flew with a friend to Linz in the American zone. Once again, the reactions of 
the ordinary man to Soviet suppression, but one questions whether this has the drama ne- 
cessary to catch the public eye. 


_ Keeley, Joseph C. Whittlesey 
MAKING INVENTIONS PAY $2.95 


A human document in an unusual field - stories of inventions and inventors as 
introduction to the serious question of fostering the spirit of invention in the future. 
In successive chapters, the author tells of ideas that made good, of the stories behind 
successes. Repeatedly, the lesson learned is that success is accompanied by perseverance, 
imagination in pursuing ideas, luck- in reaching the right man at the right time, hard 
work in exploring the field, years of unrewarded effort before meeting success. The author 
then goes on to the practical aspects of how to discover what is needed, what are the con- 
tributions of industrial research, what can be patented and how, of the swindles, the pro- 
cedure in selling to a manufacturer, the alternative in making and selling an invention 
rather than an idea, production problems, promotion and advertising problems, testing, 
pricing, securing a trade mark, copyrighting, etc.etc. An enormous amount of sound com- 
monsense is highlighted by human interest and made good reading. There's a great deal 
here that would interest boys. 


February 20 “ 


Smart, Molly Z A Scribner 
BABE IN f#@ HOUSE $2.75 v 


Some sentimental styling here for some psycho-physical guidance on the new baby 
which is grounded in Gesell and is pleasant, emancipated in tenor. The first month with 
@ new baby and the changes in your life it entails; the adjustment a second or third child 
will also have to make; feeding, on schedule or self-demand, breast or bottle; clothes and 
equipment; sleep and training habits; play and the proper playthings; etc. etc. There's 
really little here that hasn't been said- and said- and this approach to our "little 
stranger" is definitely dewy-eyed. 


February 235 


Graves, Robert Creative Age 
OCCUPATION: WRITER $4.00 


A collection of essays and two plays that affords a lively array of topics. From 
@ revision of Lars Porsena which deals with swearing and improper language, to the English 
Symbols of Col. Blimp and Tommy Atkins, to incest and travel, how mad are hatters, avocado 
pears, barge life on the Thames, on to charity appeals, feminine endings, tolerance, humor, 
etc., etc., these pieces, in their concern for derivations, historical backgrounds, person- 
@l opinions and bits of life story, literary merit, have an erudition which is tempered by 
the liveliness of the presentation, by the stylistic excellence. Followers of his recent 
novels will find this a cordial introduction to his breadth of interests and his exhaustive 
knowledge of a variety of things, and those who remember his earlier non-fiction works will 
be glad to enjoy themselves with his enthusiastic absorption in his motley of subjects. 
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Merrill, Anthony F. Whittlesey 
OUR EASTERN PLAYGROUNDS $3.75 


So far as this goes, it is excellent and meets a real need for a handbook for 
motorists, in the district east of the Appalachians, seeking outings, holidays, vacations 
at small cost in our beautiful national and state parks and forests. Places for picnick- 
ing, for a swim, a hike, for fishing and hunting, places for camping with trailer facili- 
ties for those who want them. Information sources for those who need further data than 
this book provides. Dates of opening and closing; costs- where there are any, and other 
material, descriptive, factual etc. makes this a useful- though limited- guide. I1l'd. 


February 27 


Bloomfield, Bernard M. Crown 
ISRAEL DIARY $2.50 


The rather personal and at all times approving diary of a Canadian who spent 
some six weeks in Israel, in Haifa, Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, with trips to the British- 
controlled Aqaba on the Red Sea and to the Sea of Galilee. This is a scattered commentary 
on hotels; on the food- and the food scarcity; on religious services attended- as well as 
&® session of the young parliament; visits to the kibbutzim; the British and the Arabs; and 
the amazing accomplishment of the Jews, the beauty and the vitality of their new country. 
A slight, and often sentimentally slanted, testimonial, there have already been other 
better books on Palestine which this will not displace. 


March 7 


Barkins, Evelyn Pellegrini & Cudahy 
THE DOCTOR HAS A FAMILY | $2.75 


* Continuing the domestic drama of the Barkins (J Love My Doctor and the substan- 
tially successful The Doctor Has a Baby) this continues to plump for Mrs. Barkins' inde- ) 
pendent, individualistic techniques of child-raising in what she calls her “unscientific 
revolution". These, you may remember from the earlier book, derive from a rebellion a- | 
gainst the slave mother and the too free child, consist largely of labor-saving and corner- 
cutting angles (no night feedings ever; baths if and when) and are applied to the new and 
third baby, George. But chiefly this tells of the necessity to move out of a city apart- 
ment now that they are five; the finding of a home, unbuilt, and its Blandingsesque build- 
ing; the differences in suburban (Westchester) living; her writing, and the general family 
participation in the hard-to-find publisher for mother's book. When you get right down to 
it, she's not too revolutionary, and a little self-satisfied, but there's still the united 
family front, the light, bright touch to make this casually engaging- to and for the ladies 


March 9 


Montgomery, James Stewart Doubleday 
THE INCREDIBLE CASANOVA $3.00 74 


. is for my money quite dull, and although this is a considerable curtailment 
of Casanova's own memoirs which loitered through twelve volumes, this is still quite an ex- 
tensive recapitulation of the progress of this rake with a formality more typical of his 
century than ours. Born in 1725, Casanova's amatory interests were aroused early in his 
youth, and before his eighteenth birthday he had accomplished the simultaneous seduction 
of two sisters. From country to country, this traces the succession of ready and willing 
wives and daughters; his greatest affair with Henriette; his complicated convent intrigue 
with Meaia and Caterina; and in later years, the more and more feverish search for plea- 
sure, from city to city, bed to bed, until his luck, his friends, his influence thinned 
out.... There's a genuine and generous testimonial to the man, courtly at all times, re- 
spectful and kind toward his many, many mistresses, but the interest is a quantitative 
rather than qualitative one. 
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Cooper, Duff Viking 
© SERGEANT SHAKESPEARE $2.50 


The indulgence of a literary whimsy, this pursues the possibility that Shakes- 
peare was a military man, a line of speculation started by the death of a Sgt. Shakespeare 
in Duff Cooper's battalion in the first World War. Filling in the unknown years when 
Shakespeare left Stratford and found patronage under Leicester who at that times was des- 
perate for young recruits for his campaign in the Low Countries, Cooper indicates the 
probability that the young Shakespeare joined Leicester's forces. And from his works, he 
follows Shakespeare's everpresent absorption in military affairs, the constant use of the 
military metaphor which lends likelihood to his argument... There's no didactic persist- 
ence here, but the extension of a conjecture which is lightly persuasive. 


March 13 


Stevens, Harry- ‘d. Knopf 
THE BORZOI TURGENEV $4.95 


My own enthusiasm for Turgenev was engendered years ago when I first read Spforts- 
man's Sketches, of which First Love is included in this collection. Today I still feel 
that he is at his best in the shorter form. Yarmolinsky's Introduction - while he re- 
evaluates Turgenev as a novelist, reenforces this impression, of his preeminence in the 
distillation of the short story. In this collection, the four works of Turgenev himself 
defined as novels are included:- Smoke, Fathers and Sons, On the Eve, and Rudin. Im addi- 
tion there is a story of frustration, Zhe Diary of a Superfluous Man, and a tale of unre- 
quited love, A Quiet Spot. The range covers some sixteen years of his writings, and re- 

@ flects the Russian nature and way of life, portraying the peasant, the landowner, the in- 
tellectual - at a point when Russia was in the turmoil of breaking with tradition. Despite 
Turgenev's evident European sympathies, his works are still accepted in the Soviet, and 
exert a humanizing effect on Russian readers. (Foreword by Serge Koussevitsky. ) 


Hinshaw, David Farrar, Straus 
HERBERT HOOVER: AMERICAN QUAKER +123 ,)/,, ten 


A eulogistic biography of a great American citizen, with special emphasis on the 

part played by his Quaker heritage. The biographer, especially qualified by 55 years . 
friendship and a common religious faith, etches in lightly Herbert Hoover's orphaned boy- 

| hood, his schooling and brilliant scholastic record while working his way through Stanford, 

his sensational rise from a mucker in a mine to a conspicuously successful mining engineer. 

| More emphasis and enlargement is given to his years of public service,~ as head of Com- 
mission for Relief in Belgium, during World War I, his post-war work in food administration 
under Wilson, his post as Secretary of Commerce uncer Harding and Coolidge, his term as 
President, during the world's worst depression, his generous, unembittered continued ser- 
vice as adviser, private philanthropist, and, more recently, head cf the Hoover Commission. 
The objectivity of this biography is somewhat marred by the unnecessarily defensive atti- 
tude of the author, and the bitterness he expresses toward the Democratic administration. 
Part of its value lies in the section devoted to a brief resume of the tenets of the So- 
ciety of Friends, which make clear some of Mr. Hoover's outstanding qualities, as well as 
his less fortunate attributes in unbroken reserve and lack of public color.... A special 
de luxe edition, illustrated, boxed- $15.00. 


March 17 


Hurlbut, Gladys Dutton 
NEXT WEEK - EAST LYNNE $3.00 














* A nice performance by a veteran of the theater - the theater of stock in the 
sticks dnd gone forever trouping. She gives a full production to life on tour, from her 
own trials and tribulations as a near-sighted stage struck girl, to the way up the ladder 
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to leading woman and the personal events of her career. The types of leading men, juven- 
iles and seconds, the unending grind of stock and road company work, and the dream of New 
York - with always an annual failure there - are fully retailed as sre the characteristics 
of audiences, the problems of wardrobes, the close attention small towns pay to their stock 
companies, the calamities on stage - and off, the techniques of shaking the scenery - and 
the passing of the local and/or touring companies. And at the end, the chance of a Broad- 
way hit - Life With Mother - and the terrific sentimental effect of her return to the 
stage. A satisfying part of the theatrical record, with an introduction by Howard Lindsay 
and Russel (rouse, and a postscript by Dorothy Stickney, this has some of the bubbling 
charm of A Feather On My Nose by Billie Burke. 



















March 17 
































Keyes, Frances Parkinson Messner 
THERESE, SAINT OF A LITTLE WAY $3.00 


A reissue of a book published originally under the title, Written in Heaven, 
with additional material based on new findings, and with a new prologue recounting the 
author's personal experience in writing this biography of a modern Saint, favorite of 
soldiers in the field. To many who would ordinarily pull away from a religious biography, 
this highly sentimentalized version of the life of Saint Therese of Lisieux will appeal 
for its dramatic incident and detailed description. Possibly a deeper spiritual quality 
might have resulted from more use of the Saint's own work, L'Histoire d'une Ame, but Mrs. 
Keyes' sense of identification with place and time and people, gained by living in Lisieux 
while gathering material, and her visionary experience there, will give a human touch that 
is surely popular. The publishers plan extensive promotion and advertising. 


Auden, W. H. Random House 
ae THE ENCHAFED FLOOD $2.50 


A curious and provocative little book, this publication of three lectures deliv- 
ered at the University of Virginia in 1949, subtitled The Romantic Iconugraphy of the Sea. 
Actually, it is a fireworks display of the well known poet's erudition in the field of 
poetry and insight into symbols and psychology. The Sea, The Ship, The Tempest, The Out- 
cast, The Hero - these are some of the concepts he explores, with more of sensitive per- 
ception than coherence. He draws largely from Shakespeare, Byron, Baudelaire and above 
ell, Herman Melville, to illustrate his points. This is more a series of suggestive notes 
than 4 well-integrated book. But, as always, Auden is brilliant. A small audience of 
Auden admirers, persons of intellectual curiosity interested in the role of symbols, and 
a few modern poets will provide the market for this volume. They will like it for its 
flashing insight rather than its sustained wisdom. Yet it has, now and again, a rare qua- 
lity that perhaps we should listen to more attentively. 


M.S.C. 

March 20 
Lattimore, Owen Little, Brown (AMP) 
PIVOT OF ASIA $3.50 


The title gives the clue to Lattimore's thesis, a provocative one,- that Sink- 
iang, Chine'’s inner Asian province, is not a pawn of international politics, but rather a 

new center of gravity, dangerous because of its accessibility to Russia and the kinds of 
power Russia wields, rather than to America. "Sinkiang is China's India”"- here Lattimore 

puts a finger on its basic complexities. It is a land of many frontiers, not only geo- 

graphical, but linguistic, cultural, religious, political, industrial. It inherits tra- 
eh: ditions of an ancient culture- how ancient only modern archeology has revealed. Lattimore 

explores three ancient traditions, a civilization predating the Christian era; he traces 
the drive of history, as Sinkiang became part of the agricultural barrier against the bar- 
barian fringe that extended from Britain to the Pacific; as migrations of warrior bands 
brought it into the Chinese maw; as in the 19th century it assumed the role of province 
rather than possession, its political, national resurgence as an outgrowth of rebellion 
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against Chinese misrule. For 100 years and more, Sinkiang has been a symbol of British 
vs Russian procedure- accumulation vs incorporation. As history repeats itself, Sinkiang 
is still disproportionately important, because of its strategic position in relation to 
India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran. Lattimore analyzes the century of Anglo-Russian rival- 
ry in this buffer state; China's relations with Sinkiang are reviewed, from the period of 
feudal bureaucracy to the opportunism of Communist control in a country with no democratic 
roots. Personalities emerged during these years - their contributions are discussed. He 
then goes on to a scholarly survey of the peoples of the province, the anomalous position 
of the Chinese minority, the geographic and economic developments, the social structure, 
the relations with adjoining and surrounding territories, the evaluation of changes wrought 
by world revolution. In conclusion he assesses the probabilities, that the Chinese Commun- 
ists will renounce no sovereignty in land claimed as Chinese, but that - to districts ripe 
for change, they will attempt to apply new policies stemming out of the Soviet, and to use 
Sinkiang in the role its unique position places it.... While unlikely to reach the public 
of his earlier books, this makes signal contribution to better understanding of a vital 
factor in Asia - and in international politics- today. Don't overlook it. 


? fp 
Mars DNormat ae) ’ 5/18 
. _ Yj}i 


McKearin, George S. & Helen : Doubleda 
TWO HUNDRED YEARS OF AMERICAN BLOWN GLASS 432-50 





3 a cite 
For connoisseurs and glass collectors, this is one of the most smsor tame! pablaiies 
tions in its field. Where the McKearin's earlier book, dmerican Glass (Crown) covered the 
broad field, this specifically explores not only facts long known, but much recently un- 
covered material concerning that choicest of glass collectors’ items, blown glass. Many 
hitherto accepted claims are exploded; even new claims are qualified by “One generation's 
truth frequently becomes the next one's myth.” To many collectors, their contention that 
6 identification of Wistar glass is virtually impossible and usually wrong (they place most 
of it as coming from some of the many smaller glasshouses of South Jersey, outgrowths of 
Wistar employees)- will be unwelcome news. To a lesser extent they make the same strict- 
ures in regard to Stiegel glass. They examine with care the records, the advertising, of 
post-war glasshouses; they trace the developments, the characteristios, the continental 
influences, the difficulties encountered as new houses opened, through the critical period 
1800- 1830. To Bakewell they attribute the impetus for tableware, soon cheapened as pat- 
tern glass, as mass production developed. But even throughout the subsequent years, some 
individual blown glass was produced here and there, a sort of surviving American folk art 
in glass, difficult to identify, but with recognizable characteristics. A final chapter 
deals with the modern renaissance of glass. Important for advanced collectors - museums, 
etc. More than 400 illustrations, including 115 photographic plates and ten pages in full 
color, make the book fascinating for anyone interested in glass. The accompanying captions 
are in themselves a concentrated study in the field. Among special points to note, in sell- 
ing this book, is the assemblage of identified pieces from the 18th century factory of 
Amelung. Oversize format, slipcased. (A limited, signed edition, not exceeding 500 copies, 
will be sold at $25.00) 














I ai sha 





Pearson, Haydn S. Doubleday 
THAT DARNED MINISTER'S SON $3.00 
A harum scarum life with father in New Hampshire. that makes the most of the mis- a 


chievous and personal"”infamities"of the author's childhood circa 1910. From spitballing 
Papa in the pulpit, to fires, skunks under the schoolroom, stolen cakes on to episodes con- 
nected with the church organ and heating system, this is full of early 20th century country 
life. There are parties, the Grange, the first automobile, the interest in the telephone, 
the dramatic society, sermons and milking, covered bridges, horseracing, school District 

#9 and its strange fame, farming, etc., etc., all with the congregation and townspeople 

and church affairs combining into a warm picture of family life in a minister's home. 
There's lots of food, some of mother's recipes, and also a pleasant blend of religion and 
very day living. A definite feel of a buttoned-up but hearty life here. 
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Jenkins, Dorothy Rinehart 
THE WEEKEND GARDENER $2.75 ~~ 













A misleading title for an excellent book. For the weekend gardener who took at 
face value Miss Jenkins' recommendations would rise with the sun- work by moonlight- and 
go back to town Monday morning a complete wreck. I'm speaking from practical experience, 
and a little elementary arithmetic. I wish she had pruned her suggestions - at the end of 
each section - for application to the weekend gardener, to give authenticity to her title 
...That having been disposed of, let's see what her book is. Definitely a book for the 
gardener who has passed the elementary stage. She makes no attempt to deal with basic 
principles, though she includes plenty of material useful for the beginner (who has access 
to a garden dictionary). She has a faculty for making her enthusiasm contagious, and I 
found myself making notes for next season's expansion (alas for ™y weekends). The advice 
on equipment- first year and thereafter, comes closest to basics. The book- throughout, 

is a happy blend of practical advice, scientific lore, enthusiasm, and clearcut how-to-do- 
it data, whether the topic is sotl, lawns,trees, vines, shrubs, bulbs, annuals, perennials, 
biennials, roses, rock gardens, wild gardens, herbs, vegetables, fruits, insects and dis- 
ease. There are- scattered through the text- hints on shortcuts, but unfortunately they 
are more than counterbalanced by advice that tempts one down bypaths no weekend gardener 
can afford. Her first rate lists should be there for the checking when the winter's crop 
of seed catalogues offer their tempting wares. 
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Smith, Moses _ Macmillan 
SELECTIVE RECORD GUIDE | $5.00 


An excellent educational and pennywise approach to record collecting, offering 
the beginner the experience of the present diréctor of Columbia Mesterworks, and.owner 
of an authoritative record collection. He provides three lists:- a basic list for the be- 
ginner, two of progressively wider range for those who have good basic collections, inclu- 
ding the most distinguished classical composers and their most representative recorded 
works. Availability and the pocketbook are considered rather than concentration on parti- 
cular performance, involving greater cost, and finer distinction of taste than the average 
amateur listener requires. No preference is given to any record company; where there is 
choice of recordings, all are listed. In addition to the lists, there are brief biogra- 
phies of composers included and commentary on selected works. Careful exclusion of un- 
necessary detail and prejudiced opinion enhances the value of this book. With the. in- 
creased interest in records in Public Libraries, this book should prove a useful handbook 
for library reference, as well as a practical aid for private collectors. 


March 29 v 


Yates, Raymond F. Harper 
ANTIQUE FAKES AND THEIR DETECTION $3.50 V 


* While most books on antiques give some attention to problems of identification, 
I know of no other book covering so wide a field as does this book. It should do, for the 
average layman who buys: “antiques” for home use, what Ruth Webb Lee's admirable Antique 
Fakes and Reproductions does for collectors of American glass. By way of definition, Mr. 
Yates expands the subject of what is an antique and what a fake. He shows where faking is 
profitable- and where not, in itself at least a clue to where the buyer should beware. He 
discusses the techniques not only of reproductions intended to be sold as originals, but 
the planting, the black market operation, the fraudulent additions to change the relative 
value. For certain classes of antiques, the amateur can acquire the necessary know-how 
by (a) increased knowledge of the authentic articles, (b) study of fine points where frauds 
are detectible. Patina is a ticklish area, but color and underneath finish may give tricks 
away; details such as knotholes, joints, shrinkage, exposed edges, hardware etc. are spe- 
cific aids. In addition to discussing furniture, he goes in less detail into other fields, 
- glass, china, silver, pewter, clocks, prints, etc. etc. TIll'd. 
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COMES THE COMRADE! $4.00 























Orme, Alexandra 


The period of the sweep of Russian troops across Hungary provides the backdrop 
for an unusually vivid personal story, written by a Pole married to a Hungarian- and living 
in the midst of a huge sprawling family with its retainers in Mora, Hungary. With the de- 
parture of the German occupation forces, they awaited the Russians with rosy hopes and 
boundless faith. This is the story of the reality of Russian occupation, with all its con- 
tradiotions, its violence, its squalor, its humor, its danger. Back and forth across the 
town for three grim months, the boisterous, filthy, acquisitive, uncouth Russian troops, 
with their gauche officers, passed. They were quartered in the manor house, in the Dower 
House- and turned them into pigsties with wanton destructiveness. They stole and smashed; 
they used Gestapo techniques and demanded unwarranted intimacies with equal abandon and 
irrelevance. “Lida”, who tells the story, survived incredible brutalities, hardships, 
dangers, and succeeded in protecting her husband, victim of a Gestapo prison, in saving 
some semblance of authority as hostess, in holding the nucleus of the family together, 
even while she fed the Russians, ate and drank with them, held off their undesirable enm- 
braces, made friends and enemies, and took in her stride hardships that would have defeat- 
ed 99 out of 100. As she tells her story, she manages to convey something of the qualities 
she found to like in the Russians- as well as the incredible ignorance and naivete and 
grossness that were equally characteristic. Here is the Russian occupation soldier - ra- 
ther than the ordinary Russian on his home ground. The text is to be illustrated with the 
author's line sketches. 

\ 
March ?7 


Brameld, Theodore Harper 
ENDS AND MEANS IN EDUCATION $3.50 Go 


Insisting that our present system of education- which is failing democracy- re- 
quires a fundamental reconstruction, this is an examination of old patterns of education, 
of the controversial issues we face today, of the new trends, closing with a design for an 
educational program which meets contemporary needs. The discussion here points up the 
limitations of progressivism, of Chicago's Hutchins’ “new reaction"; it ranges over the 
disputed question of federal control and its extension to parochial schools; of the affil- 
iation of the teacher in labor organizations; of the teacher and communism; it shows the 
new trends toward worker's education, stimulated by the growth of trade unionism, and to- 
ward intercultural education. And to achieve an education which conforms more to the so-~- 
cial, economic and political period through which we are moving, there is a suggested 
curriculum for junior Golleges and colleges which will satisfy this need. A serious and 
substantiated analysis, for educators largely. 






















Harper 
MAINE MAN IN THE MAKING 3/29 \~ $2.2 
seo 
The father of John Gould (The Farmer Takes A Wife) and yet another Maine news- 
paperman, Franklin Jr. (editor of Talk of the Towns), gives a tangy recall of his life in 
that state. Raised by his father, and knowing the worst and the best of his homeland, he 
tells of trapping, hunting - and chores, brings out yarns and trading tales, remembers the 
farming seasons, his schooling and holidays and finally his departure to work on his own. 
A job at a milk farm, in a department store, on to Boston and work on the elevated and 
eventually into a job as railway postal clerk which led him to marriage and sent him home 
to settle down with his own property - and family. There's glamorous Uncle Levi, a bro- 
ther who shamed him, Dr. Charlie and the miracles he accomplished; there's a visit to look 
over the Goulds there, a stay in a houseful of sinful women, and the development of real 
down east independence. This doesn't have the gaiety of son John's writing but it does 
have a special New England appeal, in traditional homely pattern. 


Gould, Franklin F. 
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Poston, Richard W. : ‘Harper 
SMALL TOWN RENAISSANCE $3.50 


A Study of the Montana Study this examines the experiment designed to strengthen 
and improve the lot of small towns and records the rumors and misunderstandings which hin- 
dered but did not wreck its operation. Sketching in the characteristics of Montana devel- 
opment, of the growth and power of the Company (Anaconda Copper and Montana Power), this 
then presents the problem, originally faced by Chancellor Melby of the University of Mon- 
tana, of not only bringing stability to life today but also of “getting the university off 
the campus". There is the fight to get support, the participation in Rockefeller Foundca- 
tion funds, the formation and working scale of study groups in small rural areas. How 
they were started, how the people's interest was aroused, and what the rewards were in 
Lonepine, Darby, Stevensville, Conrad, Lewistown, and Libby. With still another objective 
- to keep larger numbers of young people from leaving their home towns - this shows how 
community study groups can help to prevent social decay and improve human relations. A 
heartening account of special interest to state programs connected with similar problems, 
to social and community workers. 




























Smith, Elsdon C. Harper — 
THE STORY OF OUR NAMES 3/24 \/ $3 30 
’ 

Twenty five years research have gone into this exhaustive- and fascinating- 
study of names. All avenues have been explored, and all types of study brought together 
into a single volume which covers Christian names, as well as surnames, corruptions, di- 
minutives, titles, nicknames- all as eventually part of proper names. He gives substan- 
tially more space to American names- as a melting pot of linguistic variations, phonetic 
simplification or change of name for racial or religious reasons, folk flavor in Negro 
end Indian names, inclusion of prefixes and suffixes to incorporate historical values, and 
so on. The section devoted to names from other lands covers wide range, but in less de- 
tailed form. Biblical names- and their offshoots, primitive names, superstitions that 
have grown up around names, are all given due attention. A unique section on the law of 
names will be of special concern to the legal profession- to libraries- to publishers, etc. 
An excellent Bibliography provides material for further study down channels the author has 
winnowed for his readers. 































One Late Comer- For Special Mention 


Baerwald, Marcus & Marcel Rodd 
Mehoney, Tom GEMS AND JEWELRY TODAY $10.00 


It is unusual for us to give notice to a book as long after publication as this, 
but the crying need for just such a book- and the fact that it is published by a publisher 
not very widely known makes us feel it is important to call it to your attention...A thor- 
ough, beautifully made reference book which fills a long-standing need for information of 
a not overly-technical nature. The origin of gem stones, both precious and semi-precious, 
is discussed, as well as methods of cutting and polishing, criteria of value, modern fash- 
ion and traditional custom in use and setting. Similar historical and modern technical 
information is given on watch makers and watch making, on the care and repair of watches. 
A discussion of gold and other precious metals leads into an excellent section on silver- 

4 ware today, which includes not only Sterling, but Sheffield plate, processes of making 
silverware, a complete coverage of period design, table settings, the judging and care of 
silver, and a short glossary of silver terms. The admirable appendix, bibliography and 

i cross index, added to profuse illustrations, two in full color, marginal headings for easy 
reference, and handsome though sturdy format make this a practical as well as a beautiful 
book, which will be widely hailed for public library use. (Publ.) 
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617 Hull, Helen- THE WRITER'S BOOK- from 1/18 to 2/1. Note this is the correct 
title, (Harper) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 




























630 Lyon, Dana- THE TENTACLES- from 1/18 to 6/21 (Harper) 
631 McNeilly, M. M.- EACH BRIGHT RIVER- from 1/25 to 2/28 (Morrow) 
646 (J) Long, Haniel- A LETTER TO ST. AUGUSTINE- from $3.00 to $2.75 (Duell, Sloan) 


656 Heatter, Basil- THE CAPTAIN'S LADY- price from $2.75 to $2.50. Date from 
(1/23 to 1/17 (Farrar, Straus) 


657 Cargoe, R.- THE TORMENTORS- definite date 1/24 (William Sloane) 
660 Aldridge, James- THE DIPLOMAT- from 2/27 to 2/23 (Little, Brown) 
661 Howe, Helen- CIRCLE OF THE DAY- from 2/? to 5/22. Price from $2.95 to $3.00. 


(Simon & Schuster) 


666 Gide, Andre- CORYDON- from 1/17 to 1/23 (Farrar, Straus) 


669 Fishbein, Morris- THE POPULAR MEDICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA- from 2/2 to 2/23 (Doubleday) | 
«669 Hahn, Emily- A DEGREE OF PRUDERY- from 2/2 to 2/23 (Doubleday) | 
» 678 Roberts, Edith- THAT LORING WOMAN- price from $3.00 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 

679 Smith, Robert- ONE WINTER IN BOSTON- definite date 3/20. Price from $3.00 to 


$3.50 (Simon & Schuster) 


683 McConnell, R.- NEVER MARRY A RANGER- from 2/6 to 5/8. Will be illustrated. 
(Prentice Hall) 


685 Goodfriend, A.- IF YOU WERE BORN IN RUSSIA- from 2/21 to 3/20. The price | 
is $5.00 (Farrar, Straus) | 








686 Peale & Blanton- THE ART OF REAL HAPPINESS- from 2/21 to 3/11. (Prentice-Hall) 
687 Andrews, M.- DISASTER THROUGH AIR POWER- from 2/23 to 1/23 (Rinehart) , 
687 Campbell, M.W.- THE SASKATCHEWAN- from 2/23 to 3/23 (Rinehart) | 
688 Steuer, Aron- MAX D. STEUER- from 2/27 to 3/27 (Random House) 
6 Walsh, Thomas- NIGHTMARE IN MANHATTAN- from 3/2 to 4/3 (Little, Brown) | 
7 Warren, Robert Penn- WORLD ENOUGH AND TIME- from 3/3 to 6/20. July Literary 






Guild Selection. (Random House) 





8 Corbett, Blizabeth- THE DUKE'S DAUGHTER- price from $3.00 to $2.50 (Doubleday) 


Jepson, Selwyn- THE HUNGRY SPIDER- postponed indefinitely. (Doubleday) 







Campbell, W.S.- WRITING- from 2/23 to 3/23 (Doubleday) 


Seroff, V.I.- RACHMANINOFF- from 3/? to 2/27 (Simon & Schuster) 





